
A Fairy Tale, A Rags to Riches Type Story, Only this story is the Real Deal!

World Champion “Pacos Bill” and

Reserve World Champion “Sir Charlie Bigelow”

Cindi Slemp

“World Champion Pacos Bill”

Ed Slemp

“Reserve World Champion Sir Charlie Bigelow”

Editor’s note:

I
have been blessed for more than twenty years to have attended several mule shows across America. Not

all of them, I can't now nor could I back then, there's never been enough of me to pull that off. When I

don't make it to a show it's likely the show results will come into the office. So I might be up on what's

happening in the show ring as much as anyone. I've seen some great mules in those years and we covered

many of those mules here in these pages. As it is with every story, there's a story behind the story. Many

times it's the story of their great accomplishment that gets told only and the story of how they came to great-

ness is not told.

I like the stories behind the story, and because I have followed many mules in the past and still do today,

I know something about those mules. I get bits and pieces about their past, the story, behind the story some-

times it is very little, sometimes its hearsay. I try not to report on hearsay, and for reasons I can't explain at

times, some are reluctant to give up a story.

Here's one I've been following over the years and I know everyone involved in the story. I knew Cindi

Slemp back when I felt she perhaps was a little timid, I knew “Pacos” when I wasn't sure he would make

the grade. Today I see no timidness and “Pacos” has more than made the grade. 

I knew “Sir Charlie Bigelow” when he was young and saw him go from a running mule to a lady's trail

riding mule, serving her very well for several years. Because of health reasons “Sir Charlie” came back to

Ed Slemp to become one of the great running mules of all times.

I asked Ed to write me these two mules stories. If you know Ed Slemp you know he's a character. He did

what I asked and he writes with compassion and is serious about two seriously special mules.  



I
t takes a special kind of mule to
be a good running mule. Not
only do they need to have the

athletic ability to run fast but also
the ability to keep their mind at ease
while competing or in practice and
they also need the ability to do other
stuff slow and easy. Not all of them
can keep their head, and not every-
one has the ability to allow them to
keep calm and keep their head. My
wife and I both have one of these
types mules, “Pacos Bill” and “Sir
Charlie Biglow”.

“Pacos Bill” found us in 2002 at
the Boone County Mule and Draft
Horse Sale in Columbia, Missouri.
We purchased “Pacos” for $350.00,
that was the best money I ever
spent. “Pacos” and Cindi went on in
2007 to win their first World Title in
Pole Bending and they haven’t
stopped since. In 2012 “Pacos” and
Cindi took NASMA Hi Point
Gymkhanna Mule, Hi Point Cattle
Mule and Reserve Senior Mule.
Again in 2013 they were NASMA
Hi Point Cattle Mule and Reserve
Hi Point Gymkhana Mule. “Pacos”

is one of those “Once in a life time
kind of mules”, proving himself
time and again in competition and
around the place. 

“Sir Charlie Bigelow” and I got
together back in 2004 at Columbia
Tennessee Mule Day. I teamed up
with then owner of “Charlie”, Dave
Merriman, in the Pick-Up Race at
Mule Day and we won it! I knew
then “Sir Charlie” had the heart for
a competition mule; he was one fast
motor scooter!

Two years later, in 2006, I was
riding mules for Dave Gollian and
Dave had ended up with “Charlie”
and was thinking of selling him at
the Boone County Mule and Draft
Horse Sale. As it turned out Cindi
and I bought “Sir Charlie” well be-
fore the sale and soon put him to use
for everything from snubbing colts
and working cattle to just trail rid-
ing him. “Charlie” proved his worth
many times over in all his jobs. A
real good useable, reliable mule in
all he did.

The day of the Boone County
Sale, we met Mrs. Sharon Biglow

who was looking for a good, safe
mule to ride around their farm.
Sharon was impressed with “Char-
lie” and him with her. I informed
her “Charlie” would be just fine at
trail riding, but he could run, run
hard and fast, but you had to ask
him for it. Sharon said, “OK,” and
that was the beginning of a wonder-
ful friendship for Sharon, her hus-
band Stewart and “Charlie”. This
was a great place for “Charlie”, he
had so much put on him, so fast in
his life he needed some time to set-
tle and do nothing more than take
care of Sharon on their rides, which
he did. Sharon loved him and he
loved her for taking such good care
of him. 

This was “Sir Charlie Bigelow’s”
life until March 2013. Sharon called
and was having some health issues
and wanted to discuss “Charlie”.
She was asking advice, she loved
him so much but knew she could no
longer care for him as needed. I told
Sharon “Charlie” was a special
mule and I would like to see how far
“Charlie” and I could go. So it was,

“Sir Charlie Bigelow” and  “Pacos Bill” Two Great Mules!
by Ed Slemp

Ed and “Sir Charlie Bigelow” Sharon Bigelow, “Sir Charlie” and EdCindi and “Pacos Bill”



we partnered up and “Charlie”
came home again.

Our first few shows in 2013 we
entered in Gymkhana events, we
were fast, but not very pretty. By
August we had both settled with
each other and were keeping up
with “Pacos” and Cindi and had
ended the season pretty good and I
felt 2014 was going to be our year.

Cindi and I had been dreaming of
going to Bishop, California, to
Bishop Mule Days for years. We
felt we both had good mules and
2014 was the time to do that. We
were confident they would prove
themselves at Bishop, but there was
more to it than that, it was the get-
ting there. 

Christmas came and went and we
knew we wanted to go before we
got much older, lol. We got us a
credit card from the bank, our first

one in over fifteen years, and with
that we were going to Bishop!

Cindi and I partnered up with Sue
White of Rocking S Mules for the
trip. So it was, me along with two
women, three dogs and three mules
headed for California. It was a trip
of a lifetime for a country boy.
There was so much country to see
and things to do on the way. The
Bishop Mule Days Show was one
big adventure all its own.

I knew in my heart we had the
mules to do this, but getting it done
was another thing. 

All our hard work and prayers
paid off, we couldn’t have had a
better show. “Pacos Bill” and Cindi
ended up WORLD CHAMPION
GYMKHANA MULE, Bishop
Mule Days 2014 and “Sir Charlie
Bigelow” and I ended up “RE-
SERVE WORLD CHAMPION

GYMKHANA MULE, Bishop
Mule Days 2014.

This whole adventure would not
have been possible without the help,
support and sponsorships of some
great people.

We would like to thank:
Bill and Arlene Slemp, my mom

and dad. My father is one of the best
horsemen I have ever known.

Don and Jean Evans, Cindi’s
mom and dad. Thank you for your
constant help and support in every-
thing we do.

Stewart and Sharon Bigelow.
Deb and Bill Garmen, Rock Point

Farm (Terry and Glenda Bates)
Michele Gabby Fowler, Jules Ever-
son and her mule “Pajamas”, Signa-
ture Equine, (Dan and Tabitha
Holland).




