
Driver was born in

Macon County Ten-

nessee, January 23,

1935. Living in a time and part of the

country as a young boy where an auction

was a normal way of selling anything and

everything. At a very young age, this Ten-

nessee boy was always intrigued by the

auctioneer’s chant. “It sort of made chills

run up and down my spine when I heard

it,” says J. B. Driver.

In 1965, J.B. attended Repperts School

of Auctioneering in Decatur, Indiana, a

country boys start of doing something

about a feeling. There at Repperts School

of Auctioneering he not only learned the

chant and learned it well, J.B. Driver

went on to become one of those Greats,

one of those great auctioneers that have

become a legend in his own time. 

Becoming good at anything doesn’t

come by receiving a diploma and hoping

something good happens, what goes with

any man or woman that has become great

at anything is a lot of hard work. J.B. has

been honored for his hard work over his

career, J.B. Driver is an inductee in the

Indiana Auctioneer’s Hall of Fame, in-

ductee in the Manheim Auto Auction Hall

of Fame and was granted the title of

“Colonel Driver” in 1975 by the Gover-

nor of Kentucky, Julian M. Carroll. 

This writer doesn’t know much about

music, but I know a great song when I

hear it. I don’t know much about auction-

eering either, but I know a great auction-

eer when I hear one. J. B. Driver is the

best mule auctioneer I ever heard. I have

many times had the pleasure of sitting in

on a mule sale when J.B. was selling,

from the east to the west. I reckon some

enjoy buying a ticket and attending a

Kenny Chesney concert, I enjoy buying a

bag of popcorn and listening to J.B.

Driver sell mules. It’s entertainment to

me of the very best kind. No he ain’t no

Kenny Chesney, but Kenny ain’t no J.B.

Driver.  

J.B. always talks fondly of his beautiful

wife of 58 years, Alice. Barefoot and

pretty is how he describes her from 58

years ago, another feeling he did some-

thing about. He brightens up when he

speaks of her, like he still has that feeling.

A family man and an asset to his commu-

nity, through volunteer work in his church

and other churches, a past participant in

The Big Brother Program, and many

times in the past supplying equine to the

Girl Scouts for trail riding, just to name a

fraction of the many things he has done

for his community. 

Always a pleasure to be around until J.

B. Driver gets homesick. I’ve being

around this guy a few days from home,

more than once in Colorado and Califor-

nia. He ain’t pretty when he’s homesick.

It’s that feeling for that bare foot girl back

home I predict. A feeling I guess he ain’t

never going to get over. 

J. B. says, “I’ve sold almost everything

in my career as an auctioneer, furniture,

ducks, chickens, hay.” The list goes on

and on. You can’t sell nothin’ if you don’t

know your product, J. B. Driver knows

his product, MULES! He likes mules, he

owns mules, and he grew up with mules

and by golly he can sell a mule.   

J.B. has called the Reese Brothers Mule

Sales for the past thirty years, starting in

1982, and he was selling mules for Rufus

and Dickies dad, Dick Reese and Hub

Reese Sr. back in the 60’s some fifteen

years before that.

REESE BROTHERS MULE COMPANY

HONORS ONE OF THE GREATS!

OCTOBER 13, 2012 THE 
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After forty-five years of selling mules,

at this year’s October Reese Brothers

Mule Sale in Westmoreland, Tennessee,

once again, J. B Driver will be honored

for his abilities as an auctioneer, a mule

auctioneer. Honored for his many years

of service to The Reese Brothers Mule

Company and the Tennessee Mule Sales,

honored for his contribution to the great

mule and the mule industry from the east

to the west. 

The Reese Brothers Mule Company

will dedicate the Mule Sale Arena at the

Westmoreland Expo Center to this great

man, this great mule auctioneer J. B.

Driver, at their October 13th, 2012 Mule

Sale. 

CONGRATULATIONS J.B.! Thanks

for all you’ve done for the mule and the

mule industry. We’re glad you did some-

thing about that feeling, oh so many years

ago.

We here at Western Mule Magazine be-

lieve this honor is fitting to such a man, a

great auctioneer, and to a legend in his

own time.  


