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I have been able to experience some
mighty special things in my life. I’ve seen
things considered, “Wonders of the World”.
I have sat on my mule among landscapes,
and views that have literally taken my
breath. I have sat quietly on my mule in
such beauty and awe that left me speechless, because of its pure majesty. I write this
still shaking out the dust of another special
Mule Ride in perhaps one of God’s best creations, the Colorado Rockies. I just might
be the luckiest man alive, and I’m not kiddin’.
As a member of the Colorado Mule
Riders, I’ve been blessed to ride some
mighty beautiful country in my years. Over
twenty plus years I have ridden with men
from all over the United States, coming to
the Colorado Rockies to experience the
“Ride of the Aspens” with a bunch of guys,
with one thing in common, Mules. In this
year of 2021, I once again, was privileged
to go to the western slopes of the Rocky
Mountains. This year we traveled to Black

Mountain Ranch. The ranch is located
South of Steamboat Springs, Colorado, and
North of Vail, Colorado; Black Mountain
Ranch’s physical address is actually
McCoy, Colorado.
The Black Mountain Ranch dates back
to1903 and resides at an elevation of 8,100
feet above sea level. When a Missouri boy
living at 1,400 feet gets out of the truck at
8,100 feet, he goes slowly, not because he
wants to, but because he must. Over these
many years I am always amazed at how the
big lungs of these mules can take such altitude so well, right out of the trailer. There
are many things about the mule to this day
that fascinate me. When you’re riding partner of choice is a Mule, and when you begin
to have some understanding of what’s going
on in that head of there’s, being fascinated
comes mighty easy. I have spent my life
seeking to know all there is to know about
the mule. Here is what I can report that is
factual… I will die not knowing all there is
to know about the mule. I’ve given in to

From top left: The AL KALY SHRINE MULE TRAIN BARN – sitting on the east side of
highway I-25 in the city limits of Colorado Springs, Colorado. / 2021 President Jake Skobel
with his mule, “Harriet”. / Black Mountain Ranch. Photo taken coming back to the ranch
from a high ride. / 2021 first day group photo. It had snowed during the night. As soon as
the sun came out it begin to melt. As we rode higher in the mountains there was maybe
three inches in places, all melting off by the next day. This 2021 ride made it the third time
I have ridden in the snow on a CMR ride.

being satisfied with “what I learned my last
outing”.
The 2021 “Ride of the Aspens” all started
September 18th, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, where we put our thirty-five Mules
in the Al Kaly Shrine Mule pens for the
night. Thirty-five Mule Riders, some with
their wives and better halves, caught a chartered bus to the Flying W Ranch for a
Chuckwagon supper and some fine Cowboy
and Cowgirl entertainment. The Flying W
Ranch is located at the foothills of the Colorado Rockies in Colorado Springs. The bus
was really convenient for a bunch of out of
town country boys, who think traffic is
among the top five greatest curses on the
planet. The Flying W Ranch was great,
good food, good entertainment AND BY
GOLLY, WE HAD A DRIVER! This bunch
of Mule Riders was led by 2021 President,
Jake Skobel, he was responsible for commandeering the bus and driver. Actions like
these will catapult one to saint hood in the
CMR. But we found out he was human after
all.
Our saint, President Jake, started out Sunday morning feeling some discomfort, soon
turning into pain and a trip to the ER for
help with what was learned to be kidney
stones. President Jake Skobel, being tough
or crazy, (opinions varied widely) showed
up Sunday evening at Black Mountain
Ranch to continue his duties as president

during the weeklong ride. We’re going to
call President Jake Skobel, one tough guy,
until we can prove different. I ain’t sure
President Skobel once stepped up on his
mule that week, he didn’t miss a ride. I think
he floated up on his mule the entire week.
The Colorado Mule Riders have some
great and interesting characters in its thirtyfive-man membership. Jake Skobel being
one of many who are tough, and would,
(and has) make a great sacrifice to carry out
any duty assigned them. They come from as
far east as the Virginias, from as far north
as the Dakotas, as far south as Texas and as
far west as California. Because the ride
takes place at a different ranch in different
parts of Colorado every year, this allows the
CMR riders the opportunity to experience
many diverse landscapes of the Colorful
Colorado Rockies. Thirty-five members
have first choice to ride each year’s ride. If
a regular member chooses not to ride a particular year, a non-member can ride in their
place if chosen. Being chosen is based on a
first come basis. A non-member must be
signed up in advance, to be considered for
that year’s ride, and you must ride a MULE.
Applications are always available after the
first of the year, upon request.
While there are many parts to the CMR,
I want to stay with the first time CMR mule
rider. First time Colorado Mule Riders are
called, “Mavericks”. A first time CMR rider

From Top Right: Every morning at Black Mountain Ranch it was, “tacking up with a view”.
/ The Maverick Ceremony, held high on a mountain top. There were two first time riders
this year. Dave Nelson, from St George, Kansas and Jack Wealing from Buffalo Creek,
Colorado. The whole bunch got in on the picture. / Roger Weinlaeder from Drayton, North
Dakota bringing up the rear, riding “Pango”, perhaps the most colorful mule in America.

will likely be assigned to feed duty, three or
four people are generally on the feed committee. It’s feeding hay only, it’s not tough
and you won’t be by yourself. The editorin-chief of Western Mule Magazine has
been on feed duty…more than once. If you
think you’re too good to feed hay to a bunch
of mules, just don’t show up. But if you
come, generally on Tuesday, they have what
is called a Maverick Ceremony, a ceremony
of introduction and welcome, held high on
a mountaintop. On this day, brought along
by pack mule, is a capsule to be buried on
that mountaintop, generally entombed by
rocks. In the capsule are various things.
Your name is in the time capsule for one,
along with all the riders who rode that year.
I have been a part of several Colorado Mule

Riders mountaintop ceremonies. While on
that mountaintop an empty saddle ceremony is conducted reading the name of
each member that has gone on. When I first
attended these rides, the list was short.
Today the list is long; I am blessed to have
ridden with most of those who are mentioned. My name will be mentioned high on
a mountain some day. I only hope with it
comes good memories with the mention, as
good as those memories that come to me
each year.
As I said at the start of this article, “I have
been able to experience some mighty special things in my life”. Riding the Colorado
Rockies has been one of those special experiences. This bunch of guys makes that
experience the very best. These wonderful

Mules we ride make this the “Colorado
Mule Ride”, this bunch of fine men from
across America are the “Colorado Mule
Riders!”
Each September they meet to take part in
the “Ride of the Aspens”, where fall has
begun, the air is always crisp and cool, and
the scenery is beyond beautiful. Our mules
carry us to places we could never go without them, allowing us to experience this,
“experience of a lifetime”, riding over the
high, beautiful Rocky Mountains, knowing
we will ride back to a great meal, and the
camaraderie that is always present, to end
the day in a soft bed, resting to do it all
again the next day.
I’m tellin’ you, “I’m one lucky guy!”

Top row left: Photo #1 Gene Stille Photo #2 Art Lapham, both receiving their Lifetime Membership Awards. Gene Stille has been a
member of the CMR for 31 years, Art Lapham has been a member for 33 years. / Photo #3 shows Tom Mowery on his mule “Fred”.
“Fred” and Tom were the 2021 Game Day Champions. / Photo #4 is Dave Nelson, from St. George, Kansas. Dave was one of CMR’s
2021 Mavericks (first time rider). / Photo #5 is of Jack Wealing, from Buffalo Creek, Colorado. Jack was also one of CMR’s 2021 Mavericks (first time rider). Rows 2 and 3 are random photos of the 2021 ride at Black Mountain Ranch.

The 2022 Ride of The Aspen is already in the works.
If you would like to ride with the Colorado Mule Riders in 2022,
please find an application after January 1, 2022 at: www.coloradomuleriders.com.
Applications are chosen on a first come basis, get them in early. Hope to see you there!

